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Community Liaison, Food Dignity Research Project 
Community Liaison, Growing Resilience Project, Wind River Indian Reservation 

Personal Statement  
As a young emerging social activist at the onset of the 1980s, I drew strongly on my personal ancestral roots 
going back to Penobscot lineage, Maine politicians and sheep farmers to help inform me of the vast mix of 
backgrounds that have an impact on all social and political challenges being faced in the world.  Over time, I 
learned to take advantage of, learn from and confront these and other diverse personal realities that merged 
under simultaneous umbrellas of privilege and deep challenge. 
 
From my first forays into community organizing efforts onward, I have learned to be taught, guided and 
evaluated by the constituents on whose behalf I am working.  I gained my initial professional training and 
experience through hands on work taught by experts in their field – from community based front line activists to 
formally trained executives.  By having the opportunity to understand every aspect of community based work 
and community-academic partnerships through firsthand experiences as both service recipient and provider, I 
am well accustomed to navigating the complex paths of necessary bridge building between numerous diverse 
perspectives and positions of leadership. 
 
My personal connection to the Penobscot people and my work with the Penobscot Nation and Passamaquoddy 
Tribe laid important groundwork for my collaborations with Northern Arapaho and Eastern Shoshone people of 
the Wind River Indian Reservation.  As national community liaison for the Food Dignity Research Project, Co-
Investigator on the two-site Growing Resilience pilot project and founding community organizer for Feeding 
Laramie Valley, my work over the last seven years has broadened my view of public health to an understanding 
of the crucial need for sustainable healthy food access, security, equity and community sovereignty as a 
cornerstone to community health of all kinds. 
  
Positions and Honors 
 
Positions 
 
President and CEO, Action Resources International 
 Providing international grassroots training, networking and support to victims and survivors of family and 
community based crime, with a special emphasis on women and girls experiencing sexual violence, and to 
community members and service providers working to serve this population.  Sponsoring and underwriting 
grassroots, community strengthening programs and activities that provide for action that brokers change and 
promotes long range, broad vision social safety, individual self-empowerment, and justice.  Team leadership in 
development of Community Pathway Modeling, a structured, values-driven methodology for surfacing and 
articulating insights, knowledge, and expertise of groups and individuals whose voices are not usually heard or 
understood in research, grant-making, and policy development.  General organizational management, fiscal and 
programmatic oversight.  (1991 - present) 
 
Founder and Community Organizer, Feeding Laramie Valley 
 Working as field organizer to community partnerships brought together to promote expanded and innovative 
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methods of achieving sustainable food security, equity and justice for all citizens of Albany County through 
food production and sharing; community gardens, gardening mentoring and education; including work with 
University of Wyoming staff, Laramie Parks and Recreation, the Laramie Rivers Conservation District, Laramie 
Local Foods, Laramie Soup Kitchen, food banks, Albany County Public Health, local businesses.  Founder of 
the regional event the Higher Ground Fair. Serving as community PI in various statewide and national 
participatory research partnerships including the national Food Dignity Research Project, Team Gardener 
Researchers of Wyoming (G.R.O.W.) the Wyoming Growing Resilience and Gardens for Health and Healing 
Action Research Pilot Projects.  Serving as internal organizational director including staff supervision, fiscal 
and program oversight.  (2009 - present) 
 
Community Liaison, Growing Resilience Research Project 
 Community-Based PI, Gardens for Health and Healing 
 Convener and facilitator of the project’s Community Advisory Board for Growing Resilience.  Providing a 
working link of productive communication between and among the advisory board, community members and 
the project’s research partners.  Providing technical support and advocacy for the community-based NGO 
conducting the project’s garden intervention component in the Wind River Indian Reservation; serving as 
community-based Principal Investigator for Gardens for Health and Healing in Albany County. 
 
Community Liaison, Food Dignity Research Project 
 Providing a working link of productive communication between and among the project’s five communities. 
Facilitating an effective and efficient process for maximizing benefits of the community support package within 
and between the individual community partner structures and needs as defined by them; providing assistance to 
ensure the production of useful research materials for the Food Dignity project, while minimizing extraneous, 
uncompensated burden of additional work for the community partners. (2013 - present) 
 
Field Instructor, University of Wyoming  
 Selection, instruction and supervision of student interns and volunteers for completion of undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in kinesiology, energy and natural resources, American studies, psychology, sociology, social 
work, business and communication.  Extensive in-classroom educational presentations, field learning and 
project supervision (1996 - 1998; 2008 - present) 
  
CEO, Coral Dawn Enterprises 
 Offering organizational and fiscal nonprofit development consultation, executive coaching, training, writing, 
editing, design and publishing services; regional and national special events coordination and implementation. 
Providing written and oral presentation of original educational materials on grassroots/nonprofit organizational 
skills, fundraising, board/staff development.  Hands-on service provision and seminars provided throughout the 
United States and Canada to diverse audiences.  (1993 - present) 
 
Executive Director, Eppson Center for Seniors 
 Held top management position of nonprofit social service agency serving 5000 individuals per year with an 
emphasis on people age 50+ and adults with disabilities, through distinct program departments including 
transportation, life enrichment, health and wellness, nutrition.  Recruited, retained and supervised management 
team that in turn supervised staff of 60+, served two boards of directors, increased funding and program activity 
by more than 50% during tenure.  (2008 - 2010) 
 
Director, Albany County Crime Victim/Witness Program 
 Overall management of program serving 2500 victims of crime annually in southeastern Wyoming, 
including services ranging from crisis intervention to witness preparation and protection.  Duties included State 
and Federal grant writing and management; educational material writing, design, publication and distribution; 
program development; direct service provision; community education; hiring and supervision of program staff, 
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general fundraising and fiscal management of program operations.  (1996 - 1998) 
  
Founder, Executive Director, “Looking Up” 
 Establishment and management of international organization that served 10,000 victims and survivors of 
child sexual abuse crimes annually throughout the United States and nine additional countries.  It was one of the 
first action based, survivor led organizations addressing family and community based child sexual abuse in the 
country.  “Looking Up” created and implemented innovative and groundbreaking survivor led programs 
including annual national educational and support gatherings for women survivors of incest; the first two such 
gatherings for men survivors of incest in the country; an outdoor challenge program designed specifically with 
the needs of incest survivors in mind and offering 1, 3 and 7-day backpacking trips as well as one day trips 
designed to be less physically challenging; art and dance workshops for personal healing and political/public 
presentation; public survivor speakouts including the first ever public demonstration of incest survivors on the 
Statehouse Capital steps in Augusta, Maine.  Gayle Woodsum provided an average of 70 educational 
presentations and professional consultations annually throughout the United States and Canada, including work 
with survivors and service providers of the Passamaquoddy Tribe and Penobscot Nation.  Organizational duties 
included diversified fiscal development and management including diverse fundraising programs and event 
planning; Federal, State and private grant writing; writing, editing and publication of educational materials; 
State and Federal legislative testimony and drafting of legislation; original and extensive program development; 
direct service provision; staff hiring and supervision.  Based in Central Maine.  (1982 - 1990)   
 
Founder, Coordinator of Support for Families of Terminally Ill Children 
 Support assistance for families caring for terminally ill children at home.  Resource referral, cooperative 
respite care, ongoing support groups and Hospice liaison efforts.  Based in Central Maine.  (1981-1987)  
 
Honors and Awards 
• Community Campus Partnerships for Health Annual Award for exemplary partnerships between 

communities and academic institutions that are striving to achieve the systems and policy changes needed to 
overcome the root causes of health, social, environmental and economic inequalities. 

• National Gloria Steinem Women of Vision Award 
• Noyce Award for Nonprofit Excellence 
• State of Maine Legislative Sentiment 

Selected Publications and Presentations 
Publications 
Porter, C.M., Herrera, H., Marshall D. & Woodsum, G.M., Shared voices, different worlds: process and product 
in the Food Dignity action research project,” 2014, Practice-based paper in Gateways: International Journal of 
Community Research and Engagement.  
Woodsum, G.M. “I Live in a Junkyard,” January/February 2013, Orion Magazine. 
Woodsum, G.M. “Writing, Llamas and Life,” 2010 – present, digital essay collections @ 
www.writingllamasandlife.com. 
Woodsum, G.M., “The Ultimate Challenge,” 1998, Hartley & Marks Publishers and ARI Books.  
 
Select National and International Presentations 
Woodsum, G.M., Hargraves, M., Denning, C., “Community-Driven Theories of Change: Collaborative Pathway 
Modeling as a Tool for Designing and Evaluating Effective National Service Programs.” CNCS Research 
Summit 2016. December 13 – 15, 2016. Washington, D.C. 
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Woodsum, G.M., “Food Dignity as Project, Radical Dignity as Process: exploring the impact of community-
academic relationships on a U.S. action research project.” ALARA World Congress 2015. November 4 – 7, 
2015.  Centurion, Pretoria, South Africa. 
 
Woodsum, G.M., “The Rocky Road to Power Equity in Community Based Participatory Research.” What Went 
Wrong national conference.  July 11 – 12, 2014.  Minneapolis, MN. 
Herrera, H., Marshall, D., Porter, C.M., Sequeira, E.J., & Woodsum, G.M., “Will work for Food Dignity: 
striving for equity in our action research relations.”  Workshop at Community-Campus Partnerships for Health 
biannual international conference.  May 1, 2014. Chicago, IL.    
Richmond, A., Woodsum, G.M. “Bringing Research to Life through Storytelling.” Workshop at third national 
community partner forum for Community-Campus Partnerships for Health.  April 30, 2014. Chicago, IL. 
Porter, C.M., Herrera, H., Marshall, D., Sequeira, E.J., Sutter, V., Vigil, D., and Woodsum, G.M. “Will work 
for Food Dignity: A workshop on making research serve food justice.” Panel and workshop at Yale Food 
Systems Symposium, October 18-19, 2013. Yale University, New Haven, CT. 
Woodsum, G.M., Porter, C.M., Herrera, H., & Marshall D.  "Shared Voices, Different Worlds - Food Dignity 
research team.” Presentation at CU Expo. June 12-15, 2013. Cornerbrook, Newfoundland, Canada. 
Woodsum, G.M., Rowe, Z.  “Community Leadership Development.”  Workshop at second national invitational 
national community partner forum for Community-Campus Partnerships for Health.  December 6, 2012. 
Washington, D.C. 
Woodsum, G.M., Herrera, H., Sutter, J.  & Porter, C.M. “Food Dignity.” Poster at Community Campus 
Partnerships for Health community partners meeting. December 7, 2012. Washington, D.C. 
Woodsum, G.M., Hubbell, C, McCrackin, P.  “The Road Not Taken: miracles and hazards of letting a project 
define itself.”  Story session at Community-Campus Partnerships for Health 15th  anniversary conference.  
April 18-21, 2012.  Houston, TX. 
Woodsum, G.M.  "Achieving the promise of community-engaged health disparities research.” An invitational 
national community partner forum for Community-Campus Partnerships for Health.  December 6-7, 2011. 
Boston, MA. 
Herrera, H., Marshall, D., Porter, C.M., Sequeira, E.J., Sutter, V., & Woodsum, G.M., “Tapping the roots: 
radically democratic organizing for food dignity.” Networking session at Community Food Security Coalition 
annual meeting. November 5-8, 2011. Oakland, CA. 

Research Support 
Woodsum, G.M. [Principal Investigator] (2/14 – 5/16). Exploring the impact of historical and individual 
trauma and ongoing oppression on civic engagement and public discourse through first person experts and 
leaders. Kettering Foundation award. To name and frame research issue and question for a national audience 
and develop a strategic research plan for possible future research. 
Porter, C.M. [PI/Project Director], Woodsum, G.M. [Co-Investigator, Projectwide Community Liaison]. 
(4/11-3/16). Food Dignity: Action research on engaging food insecure communities and universities in building 
sustainable community food systems. USDA/NIFA/AFRI Competitive Grant no. 2011-68004-30074. To 
document, support and evaluate community-based efforts to improve local food systems.  
Porter, C.M. [PI], Sutter, V. and Woodsum, G.M. [Co-Investigator, Projectwide Community Liaison] (1/13-
12/13). Growing Resilience: Piloting home gardens as health interventions in Wind River Indian Reservation 
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and Albany County, Wyoming. UW INBRE award supported by grants from: National Center for Research 
Resources (5P20RR016474-12); National Institute of General Medical Sciences (8 P20 GM103432-12) from 
the National Institutes of Health.  
 


